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ABSTRACT                                  
As the global transition to renewable energy 

becomes a priority, photovoltaic systems are 
increasingly important to ensure a sustainable 
and autonomous power source by exploiting the 
inexhaustible power of the sun. The power supplied 
by photovoltaic panels directly depends on climatic 
conditions, particularly irradiation and temperature. 
To maximize the energy extracted, it is essential to use 
a Maximum Power Point Tracking (MPPT) control. 
Partial shading occurs when certain sections of the 
photovoltaic array receive reduced irradiation.

This phenomenon causes an uneven distribution of solar energy across the panels, leading 
to changes in their electrical characteristics. However, the performance of MPPT controls can be 
disrupted by partial shading conditions, complicating optimal operation. This work aims to study 
two MPPT controls based on the adaptive neuro-fuzzy inference system (ANFIS), each with a 
different principle, and to analyze and compare their performance in extracting the maximum 
power available from photovoltaic panels, under uniform and partial shading conditions. The 
first method combines ANFIS and a fuzzy logic controller, while the second uses ANFIS alone. 
The comparison will focus on speed, accuracy, and stability, as well as the components required 
for each method. The results show that both methods perform similarly in accuracy since 
they can extract almost the same power. However, the second method, which excludes the use 
of an additional controller, is faster in extracting power with minimal oscillation and reduces 
the number of components in the photovoltaic system by eliminating the fuzzy controller, thus 
reducing the system’s complexity.
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دراسة مقارنة بين طريقتين للتحكم في تتبع نقطة الطاقة القصوى باستخدام النظام 
العصبي الضبابي التكيفي في ظل ظروف التظليل المنتظم والجزئي

عاطي الله محمد أمين، ستيتوهشام، بوداود عبد الغاني، عاقل منعيم .

ملخ��ص: م��ع تزاي��د أهمي��ة التحول العالمي إلى الطاق��ة المتجددة كأولوية، ت��زداد أهمية الأنظمة الكهروضوئي��ة لضمان مصدر طاقة 
مس��تدام ومس��تقل من خلال اس��تغلال طاقة الش��مس التي لا تنضب. وتعتمد الطاقة التي توفرها الألواح الكهروضوئية بش��كل مباش��ر 
عل��ى الظ��روف المناخي��ة، وخاص��ة الإش��عاع ودرج��ة الح��رارة. ولزي��ادة الطاق��ة المس��تخرجة إلى الح��د الأقص��ى، م��ن الض��روري اس��تخدام 
التحك��م في تتب��ع نقط��ة الطاق��ة القص��وى. ويح��دث التظلي��ل الجزئ��ي عندم��ا تتلق��ى أج��زاء معين��ة من المصفوف��ة الكهروضوئية إش��عاعًا 
منخفضً��ا. تتس��بب ه��ذه الظاه��رة في توزي��ع غر متس��اوٍ للطاقة الشمس��ية عبر الألواح، مما يؤدي إلى تغ��رات في خصائصها الكهربائية. 
وم��ع ذل��ك، يمك��ن أن يتعط��ل أداء أدوات التحك��م في تتب��ع نقط��ة الطاق��ة القص��وى بس��بب ظ��روف التظلي��ل الجزئ��ي، مما يعقد التش��غيل 
الأمثل. يهدف هذا العمل إلى دراسة طريقتين للتحكم في تتبع نقطة الطاقة القصوى استنادًا إلى نظام الاستدلال العصبي الضبابي 
التكيف��ي، ول��كل منهم��ا مب��دأ مختل��ف، وتحلي��ل ومقارن��ة أدائهم��ا في اس��تخراج الطاق��ة القص��وى المتاح��ة م��ن الأل��واح الكهروضوئي��ة، 
في ظ��ل ظ��روف التظلي��ل المنتظ��م والجزئ��ي. وتجم��ع الطريق��ة الأولى ب��ين نظ��ام الاس��تدلال العص��بي الضباب��ي التكيف��ي ووح��دة تحك��م 
منطقية ضبابية، بينما تس��تخدم الطريقة الثانية نظام الاس��تدلال العصبي الضبابي التكيفي وحده. س��ركز المقارنة على الس��رعة 
والدقة والاستقرار، بالإضافة إلى المكونات المطلوبة لكل طريقة. تُظهر النتائج أن أداء كلتا الطريقتين متشابه من حيث الدقة حيث 
يمكنهما استخراج نفس القوة تقريبًا. ومع ذلك، فإن الطريقة الثانية، التي تستبعد استخدام وحدة تحكم إضافية، أسرع في استخراج 
الطاق��ة بأق��ل ق��در م��ن التذب��ذب وتقل��ل م��ن ع��دد المكون��ات في النظ��ام الكهروضوئ��ي ع��ن طري��ق التخل��ص م��ن وح��دة التحك��م الضبابية، 

وبالتال��ي تقلي��ل تعقيد النظام.

الكلمات المفتاحية - النظام العصبي الضبابي التكيفي، تتبع نقطة الطاقة القصوى، التظليل الجزئي، الطاقة الكهروضوئية، الطاقة المتجددة.

1. INTRODUCTION

As renewable energy becomes a global priority, photovoltaic systems play a vital role in generating 
sustainable energy through solar radiation [1]. However, energy production from photovoltaic 
panels depends on solar irradiation and temperature. To optimize energy extraction, it is essential 
to use MPPT techniques [2]. The role of MPPTs is to adjust the electrical parameters of the 
panels in real time to ensure that they operate at optimum efficiency. However, partial shading, 
where certain parts of the panels receive less light, complicates this task. Partial shading causes 
uneven distribution of solar energy and alters the electrical characteristics of the panels, which 
can disrupt MPPT performance and make optimization more complex [3]. 
A variety of methods for MPPT is discussed in the research. It can be grouped into three main 
categories[3] [4]: Conventional MPPT techniques (Hill-Climbing (HC), Perturb and Observ 
(P&O), etc.), Soft computing methods (Fuzzy Logic (FL), Artificial Neural Network (ANN), 
Grey Wolf Optimiser (GWO), Particle Swarm Optimisation (PSO), etc.)), and Hybrid methods 
(PSO with P&O, ANN with P&O, etc.)).
Numerous studies have analyzed MPPT techniques based on ANFIS in photovoltaic systems. For 
example, Areola, R. I., et al [5] compared an ANFIS-based MPPT controller with the Perturb and 
Observe (P&O) MPPT controller under uniform shading. Esobinenwu, Chizindu Stanley [6] 
aimed at optimizing photovoltaic solar systems using an ANFIS controller under partial shading 
conditions, Revathy, S. R., et al. [7] suggest an ANFIS-based (MPPT) for optimizing the solar 
photovoltaic system under both uniform and partial shading conditions, Moyo, Ranganai T., et 
al [8] presented the design and modeling of the ANFIS-based MPPT controller.
All these works focus on the same theme, which is the analysis of the performance of ANFIS-
based MPPT controls. However, they have used an additional block with the ANFIS control to 
ensure that the system operates at the reference point generated by the ANFIS. In addition, many 
studies deal only with cases of uniform irradiation. For this reason, we propose testing the control 
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system without an additional controller, under both uniform and partial irradiation conditions.
The goal of this project is to study two technique-based MPPT controls (ANFIS) with different 
principles and to analyze and compare their performance in extracting the maximum available 
power from photovoltaic panels, under uniform and partial shading conditions. The first method 
combines ANFIS and a fuzzy logic controller, while the second uses ANFIS alone. The comparison 
will focus on speed, accuracy, and stability, as well as the components required for each method.
The paper is structured as follows: section 2 outlines the methodologies and materials, while 
section 3 analyses the results. The conclusion can be found in section 4.

2. METHODOLOGIES AND MATERIALS

To compare the two methods, we will integrate them into a photovoltaic system comprising 
a photovoltaic panel with MPPT control applied to a DC-DC boost converter, and a DC-AC 
inverter with control to regulate the DC bus voltage. In this work, the study will focus on the 
design and analysis of the two MPPT methods, without going into the details of the various 
elements of the system.
The structure of our system in MATLAB Simulink can be seen in Figure  1.

Figure  1. Simulink model of the system.

2.1. Photovoltaic array

The first element of our system is the photovoltaic array. As shown in Figure  2, it is made up of 
3 groups of photovoltaic panels, with a total power of 50 kW for an irradiation of 1000 W/m².

Figure  2.  Photovoltaic panels chosen for the project.

Plotting the electrical characteristics of the photovoltaic panel array at a constant temperature 
of 25°C, we observe current and power curves as a function of voltage, as illustrated in Figure 3.
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Figure 3. The electrical characteristics of the PV array at 25°C and different irradiation levels.

At 500 W/m² irradiance, the panels provide a maximum power of around 25 kW, which increases 
to 40 kW at 800 W/m². The power supplied by the panels depends directly on irradiation [9], 
increasing proportionally with it. This underlines the significant impact of climatic conditions on 
the performance of photovoltaic systems.
When photovoltaic panels are exposed to non-uniform irradiation, this is known as partial 
shading [10]. To simulate this phenomenon, each group of photovoltaic panels will be exposed to 
different irradiances. Then the electrical characteristics of the photovoltaic panels will be plotted 
to visualize the effect of partial shading on their electrical performance.

Figure 4. The electrical characteristics under partial shading  of the PV array.

The clear observation from Figure 4 is that the power curve shows several peaks. This phenomenon 
disrupts the operation of certain MPPT controls, causing the system to operate at suboptimal 
power. This can be seen as a loss of available electrical power. In the case studied here, the 
maximum power to be followed by the control is 33 kW, corresponding to the global peak.

2.2. Mppt control techniques

As described in the earlier section, the electrical characteristics of photovoltaic panels depend on 
climatic conditions, and the use of MPPT control ensures that panels operate at their maximum 
power point, regardless of variations in these conditions [9]. Without effective MPPT control, the 
system could operate at power levels below its maximum potential, resulting in a loss of energy 
efficiency and a reduction in overall performance [11][12]. 
In this section, we present the methods involved in our study, detailing the operating principle 
of each method.
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2.2.1. MPPT based on ANFIS with fuzzy logic controller

ANFIS combines artificial neural networks and fuzzy logic to optimize decision-making and 
modeling in complex systems [13]. ANFIS uses the ability of neural networks to learn and identify 
patterns from data while applying fuzzy logic principles to manage uncertainty and imprecision. 
This combination enables ANFIS to efficiently transform input signals into accurate outputs 
through an adaptive learning process, where the parameters of the fuzzy inference system are 
optimally tuned using machine learning algorithms [14][15].

Figure 5. Simple ANFIS structure.
Figure 5. illustrates the ANFIS structure [16] [17] with two inputs, x1 and x2, and a single output 
f. The fuzzy rules applied to the ANFIS model being analyzed are defined as:

1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1If x is A and x is B then : f p x q x r ( )= + +

1 2 2 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 2If x is A and x is B then : f p x q x r ( )= + +

Where:
  Ai, Bi: The fuzzy set parameters representing linguistic values.
 pi, qi, ri: consequent parameters.
ANFIS consists of five primary types of layers, with each layer in the neural network applying a 
fuzzy logic function, with weighted neural connections to transform input signals into precise 
outputs. The system stands out for its adaptability, rapid learning, and non-linear modeling power.
Layer 1: After receiving the input data, it must be transformed into linguistic terms to facilitate 
fuzzy inference. The output of node i in this layer, denoted O1,i is determined by the input to the 
membership functions of the corresponding node 1 [16] [17].

1 1 1 2 3,i AiO ( x ) for i , ( )µ= =

1 2 2 3 4 4,i BiO ( x ) for i , ( )µ −= =

Where:
 μAi, μBi : The membership grades of the inputs x1 and x2 in the Ai and Bi fuzzy sets, respectively.  
Layer 2: In this layer, the nodes are fixed, with each node i producing an output based on its input 
functions. This layer operates as a multiplier and is known as the neural network layer. [16] [17].   

2 1 2 1 2 5,i i Ai BiO U ( x ) ( x ) for i , ( )µ µ= = ⋅ =

Where:
Ui :  The firing strength of rule i.
Layer 3: This layer normalizes the firing strengths of all rules to ensure that they sum up to 1 [16] 
[17].

3
1 2

6i
,i i

UO U ( )
U U

= =
+

Where:
 iU : The normalized firing strength of rule i.
Layer 4: In this layer, the nodes are adaptive, with their functions specified as [16] [17]:  



Mohamed Amine Atillah et. al.

94 Solar Energy and Sustainable Development, Special Issue (MSMS2E) , October, 2024.

4 1 2 1 2 7,i i i i i i iO U f U ( p x q x r ) for i , ( )= ⋅ = + + =

Layer 5: This layer combines the outputs from all rules, with its output being the sum of all 
incoming signals [16] [17]:

5 1 2 8i ii
,i ii

ii

U f
O f U f for i , ( )

U
= = ⋅ = =∑∑ ∑

• Principle of the proposed MPPT:
The proposed MPPT control is based on two main elements: an ANFIS model and a fuzzy 
controller as shown in Figure 6. The ANFIS model takes temperature and solar irradiance as 
inputs and provides the fuzzy controller with the reference voltage corresponding to the maximum 
power point. This fuzzy controller ensures that the whole system operates at this optimal power 
point, thus maximizing the system’s energy efficiency. In our study, we considered a constant 
temperature, varying only solar irradiance to assess system performance.

Figure 6.  Principle of the proposed MPPT.

To implement the ANFIS method, the neuro-fuzzy designer in the MATLAB environment was 
used [18], as illustrated in Figure 7.

Figure 7. Data and model set up in ANFIS MATLAB designer.

The ANFIS model takes as input the irradiances of the various panels and generates the voltage 
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corresponding to the point of maximum power. The data used to train this model are presented 
in Table 1.
                                    Table 1. Selection of training data.

Irradiation Pv1 Irradiation Pv2 Irradiation Pv3 Voltage of MPP 
1000 1000 1000 415.49
800 600 100 304.90
800 100 100 146.76
100 800 100 146.76
300 600 500 271.92
400 700 1000 274.70
900 400 600 441.89
600 300 400 435.41
400 800 900 269.30
200 800 800 266.48

After several simulations with different parameters such as types and number of membership 
functions, learning methods, etc., the configuration that generates the fewest errors is the 
following: the type of membership function is triangular, the number of membership functions 
is 15 for the three inputs, and the number of epochs is 3. The results are encouraging, showing a 
Root Mean Square Error (RMSE) of around 8.6×10−4.
• Fuzzy logic controller:
A fuzzy logic controller is used to maintain the PV system at the voltage corresponding to the 
maximum power point. The design process for this controller is comprehensively outlined in the 
sources cited in [19][20]. Once the design is complete, the controller is implemented in Simulink, 
as depicted in Figure  8.

Figure 8. Design of fuzzy logic controller in Simulink.

The control was implemented using MATLAB Simulink, based on the system elements presented 
above. The MPPT controller simulation is shown in Figure 9.

Figure 9. Design of MPPT controller in Simulink.

2.2.2. MPPT based on ANFIS and without fuzzy logic controller

The main aim of the proposed method is to simplify MPPT control by reducing the number of 
elements used. Unlike the control presented in the previous section, we propose to use an ANFIS-
based MPPT approach without the need for an additional controller, instead of the ANFIS model 
providing the voltage corresponding to the maximum power point, it will directly generate the 
duty cycle for the boost, as shown in Figure 10.
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Figure 10. Improvement of the proposed MPPT control.

According to the boost converter’s characteristic relations, the relationship between output 
voltage, input voltage, and duty cycle is expressed as follows [21]:

9
1

i
O

VV ( )
D

=
−

Where:
Vi: The Input voltage. 
Vo: The output voltage.
D: The duty cycle.
In a photovoltaic system where the DC bus voltage is not maintained constant, any change in the 
duty cycle results in simultaneous variations in the boost converter’s input and output voltages 
[22]. As the output voltage depends on the load, the duty cycle required to obtain the boost input 
voltage corresponding to the maximum power point varies with the load, even under the same 
climatic conditions. In our system, we use a DC-AC inverter with a control to regulate the DC 
bus voltage. This maintains a constant voltage at the boost output. Therefore, when the duty cycle 
is modified, only the boost input voltage changes. Consequently, whatever the load, the duty 
cycle that gives the input voltage corresponding to the maximum power point remains the same 
as long as climatic conditions remain unchanged.
Following the same approach to control configuration and training presented above, and using 
the configuration shown in Figure 11 and data presented in Table 2, the root-mean-square error 
(RMSE) obtained is approximately 1.75 ×10−6.

Figure 11. Data and model parameterization in ANFIS MATLAB designer.
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                             Table 2. Selection of training data
Irradiation Pv1 Irradiation Pv2 Irradiation Pv3 Duty cycle of MPP 

100 400 0 0.818
600 1000 1000 0.448

1000 400 600 0.446
300 300 400 0.480

1000 200 800 0.657
200 100 100 0.487
400 800 500 0.454
400 1000 100 0.816
500 600 400 0.456
500 800 300 0.614

The control was implemented using MATLAB Simulink, based on the system elements presented 
above. The MPPT controller simulation is shown in Figure 12.

Figure 12. Design of MPPT controller in Simulink.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1. Under Uniform irradiation

To evaluate the performance of the two MPPT control methods, a detailed comparison is carried 
out under different conditions to identify their respective strengths and weaknesses. For this 
purpose, an initial simulation is carried out under uniform irradiation conditions. The irradiation 
used varies between two values: 800 W/m² and 500 W/m², as illustrated in Figure 13. According 
to the panel characteristics, at an irradiation of 800 W/m², the panel should deliver around 40 
kW at the maximum power point, while at 500 W/m², the maximum power should be around 
25 kW. 

Figure 13. The irradiation signal applied to the three photovoltaic panels.

From 0 to 4 seconds, the irradiation remains stable at 800 W/m², representing constant sunlight 
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conditions. At 4 seconds, the irradiation drops to 500 W/m², simulating cloud cover or reduced 
sunlight. This abrupt change is used to test the responsiveness and stability of the MPPT control 
methods under sudden irradiation variations, which is essential for evaluating their real-world 
performance.

Figure 14. PV power for the ANFIS MPPT using a Fuzzy controller.

Figure 15. PV power for the ANFIS MPPT.

Table 3 summarizes the results presented in Figure 14 and Figure 15. The comparison between 
the two ANFIS-based MPPT control methods, one with a controller and the other simplified 
without, highlights differences in speed, stability, and accuracy:

• Speed: The simplified ANFIS method demonstrates a faster response time (0.04 seconds) 
compared to the version with a controller (0.1 seconds), allowing quicker adaptation to irradiation 
changes.

• Stability: The method simplified significantly reduces oscillations around the set point (0.004 
compared to 0.05 using the controller), indicating enhanced system stability.
• Accuracy: While the controller-based method achieves slightly better accuracy (0.14 kW vs. 
0.48 kW without), the difference is minimal and within acceptable limits.

                    Table 3. Response time, oscillations, and power discrepancy.
ANFIS

Using a controller 
ANFIS

Without a controller
Response time (s) 0.1 0.04
Oscillations ( Kw) 0.05 0.004

Power discrepancy (Kw) 0.14 0.48
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Overall, the ANFIS method without a controller excels in speed and stability, offering a 
streamlined and efficient solution by removing the need for additional components. The method 
using a controller, although marginally more accurate, adds complexity to the system.

3.2. Under Partial shading

To enrich the comparison and ensure an overall assessment, both methods will also be simulated 
under partial shading conditions. In this scenario, the three panels will experience different 
irradiances: 1000 W/m², 800 W/m², and 600 W/m². Under these conditions, the panels should 
deliver a maximum power of 33 kW.
Table 4 summarizes the results presented in Figure 16 and Figure 17. The comparison of the two 
ANFIS-based MPPT control methods under partial shading can be summarized as follows:
• Speed: The simplified ANFIS method responds faster (0.06 seconds) compared to the version 
using a controller (0.15 seconds), enabling quicker adaptation to shading variations.
• Stability: Oscillations around the set point are significantly reduced in the simplified method 
(0.0012 vs. 0.05), demonstrating enhanced stability with fewer fluctuations.
• Accuracy: The simplified method also shows improved accuracy, with a power disparity of 
0.0079 kW compared to 0.0217 kW for the method using a controller. However, this difference is 
minimal and largely negligible in practical terms.
In summary, the ANFIS method without a fuzzy logic controller simplifies the system design 
while offering notable improvements in speed, stability, and accuracy.

Figure 16. PV power for the ANFIS MPPT using a Fuzzy controller.

Figure 17. PV power for the ANFIS MPPT.
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Table 4. Response time, oscillations, and power discrepancy.
ANFIS

Using a controller 
ANFIS

Without a controller
Response time (s) 0.15 0.06
Oscillations ( Kw) 0.05 0.0012

Power discrepancy (Kw) 0.0217  0.0079 

3.3. Comparison with prior MPPT Methods

To strengthen the contextual foundation of this study, we compare it with our previous work [23], 
which analyzed the performance of three MPPT methods P&O, PSO, and ANN with a fuzzy logic 
controller under both uniform irradiation and partial shading. This comparison highlights the 
advantages and limitations of each approach to the proposed ANFIS-based method. Although a 
precise comparison of the results would require identical test conditions and system configuration, 
we can identify general trends by examining the observed advantages and disadvantages of each 
method in both studies.
In uniform irradiation conditions, all methods demonstrated good accuracy in tracking the 
maximum power point. However, the P&O method exhibited notable oscillations around this 
point, compromising system stability. While the PSO method also successfully tracked the 
maximum power, it required a prolonged response time due to the high number of iterations 
needed to converge. The ANN method with a fuzzy logic controller offered faster and more 
accurate tracking but, with the added controller, introduced a slight delay in response, making it 
similar in speed to the ANFIS method with a controller. By contrast, the ANFIS method without 
a controller achieved the quickest response time, benefiting from a streamlined architecture 
without additional components.
Under partial shading conditions, the P&O method was limited by its tendency to lock onto local 
maxima, reducing tracking accuracy. Both PSO and ANN with fuzzy logic controller performed 
well in these conditions, with ANN offering a faster response than PSO, which again required 
more iteration to find the optimal point. The ANFIS method without a controller maintained 
the best performance, achieving a faster response with minimal oscillations, positioning it as a 
highly efficient solution under dynamically changing conditions without the need for a secondary 
controller.

3.4. Practical Benefits of the Simplified ANFIS-Based MPPT System

The proposed ANFIS-based MPPT method without a fuzzy controller provides considerable 
practical advantages for photovoltaic systems by reducing system complexity and enhancing 
efficiency. By removing the need for an additional fuzzy controller, the overall design becomes 
more streamlined, lowering initial setup costs by eliminating extra hardware components. This 
reduction in hardware not only cuts costs but also simplifies system maintenance, as there are fewer 
elements to monitor, troubleshoot, or replace over the system’s lifetime. Moreover, eliminating the 
fuzzy controller reduces the likelihood of control-related failures, enhancing system reliability, 
particularly in demanding environments or remote locations where maintenance visits are 
infrequent or costly. This streamlined design does not compromise the system’s ability to track 
the maximum power point accurately, as shown in the simulation results, making it an optimal 
choice for scenarios where cost-effectiveness, robust performance, and ease of maintenance 
are key considerations. In essence, this approach not only meets the technical requirements 
for efficient MPPT but also aligns well with the practical demands of real-world photovoltaic 
applications.
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4. CONCLUSION 

This study explored and compared two MPPT control methods based on the ANFIS model: one 
using a fuzzy logic controller and the other simplified by removing the controller. The simulation 
results under various irradiation conditions demonstrated that the simplified method excels in 
speed, stability, and accuracy while streamlining system design by eliminating the controller. 
This simplification not only reduces system complexity but also lowers costs and decreases the 
potential for component failure.
The simplified method showed superior responsiveness to irradiation variations, with a 
shorter response time and minimized oscillations compared to the method using a controller. 
Although the controller-based method achieved marginally higher accuracy in some scenarios, 
the difference is negligible, making the simplified method equally effective in meeting energy 
performance goals.
Overall, the proposed simplified ANFIS-based MPPT approach emerges as an optimal solution for 
photovoltaic systems, particularly where simplicity, robustness, and efficiency are key priorities. 
This work lays the groundwork for future research focused on further refining this method and 
extending its application to other areas requiring optimal energy management. For instance, 
integrating this technique into complex systems like Off-Grid Photovoltaic-Battery setups is 
highly beneficial, as efficient energy exploitation and management are critical. By streamlining 
MPPT control while maintaining high performance, this approach enhances overall system 
efficiency and reliability.
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